Obstructive jaundice due to isolated tuberculosis of the pancreas: endoscopic treatment instead of surgery?
The optimal treatment for relieving biliary obstruction due to isolated pancreatic tuberculosis has not so far been defined, and most previously reported patients were treated surgically. We describe a 17-year-old, immunocompetent girl who was admitted with obstructive jaundice caused by a tuberculous mass in the head of the pancreas. Antituberculous therapy alone failed to alleviate the jaundice, and she was therefore treated by stent insertion and, subsequently, balloon dilation of the common bile duct stricture. At follow-up 5 years later, magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography showed no evidence of stricture in the common bile duct.